
Housing and Homeless Coalition of Beaver County 

 

The mission of the Housing and Homeless Coalition of Beaver County is to provide support, direction, and 
collaboration in effectively addressing the issues of homelessness and affordable, sustainable housing in 

 Beaver County by identifying and utilizing all available resources. 

 

Feb. 9, 2017 
  Meeting Agenda 

 
Dina called the meeting to order at 1:32pm 

Welcome and Introductions: Dina welcomed new attendees: Debbie Pugar (HACB); Lori 
Gaghan (Staunton Clinic); and Michelle Henry (United Health) 

The Housing & Homeless Coalition is open to the public and welcomes new members to all monthly meetings. 
Meetings take place the 2nd Thursday of every month at 1:30 pm in the CYS Conference Room.  

 

Review of January Meeting Minutes:  No changes noted.  
   Archived Coalition Meeting Minutes are available at www.bccan.org and www.bchmis.info  

 

OPEN DISCUSSION 
 

Lisa Smith (Duquesne Light CAP) - If an agency is sending income updates on behalf of a 
client, please make sure to include the account number or a contact phone number or 
address. This will help to prevent the consumer from going into default on their account 
because we did not have the information needed to update the account. Dollar energy will 
open 3/1. LIHEAP and Crisis will be open until 3/31.  Clients must apply for LIHEAP and/or 
Crisis first (if eligible) and have made a payment of $150 in the last 90 days before applying 
for Dollar Energy. 
 
Gianna Wright (Urban Leauge) – Folks can contact Gianna at The Cornerstone if they need 
help with their LIHEAP application.  
 
Lynell Scaff (BCCAN) – BCCAN is hosting a training on 5/11/17 at CCBC on the Opioid 
Epidemic presented by Ken Montrose from Greenbriar. The training is scheduled for 9am-
12pm with a networking lunch to follow. Flyers will be coming out soon.  
 
Herta Madder (BCBH) - See attached information on trainings for: Professionals and 
parents/caregivers on Social Media and our youth; Progress Through Education Event open 
to the public regarding the Opioid Epidemic; and Youth Mental Health First Aid. All are free 
to attend. Please feel free to share flyers with anyone who may be interested. Registration is 
required for all of them.  
 
Jaime Kinkead (Salvation Army) - They are down to 2 or 3 emergency lodging vouchers, 
but they expect to get more funding soon.  Continue to call with referrals in case the funding 
has come through.  Friendship Homes is currently filled.  
 
Dianne Funkhouser (CareerLink) - See attached flyers for details on the upcoming re-entry 
training and the CCBC Spring Job & Career Fair. 
 

http://www.bccan.org/
http://www.bchmis.info/
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Dave Slabodnick (Jobs For Life) – They are still taking applications for the Jobs for Life 
training series. It is scheduled to start on 2/21/17. He reported that he can be an alternate 
contact for registration as the Coordinator has a daytime job. See attached flyer for details.  
 
Dina Ciabattoni (CoC Coordinator) – Dina announced that Beaver Falls Chief of Police 
(Chief Deluca) and Kate Lowery from D&A will be attending our Coalition meeting next 
month to update us on the Beaver Falls Drug Diversion program.  

 
AGENDA 

PIT Summary/Outreach Subcommittee     
Dina reported very thorough outreach coverage this year for the Point in Time survey. She 
stated that there were 8 street outreach teams – including 2 in rural areas which are typically 
more challenging to reach. Also she reported 4 teams that conducted targeted outreach to 
specific sites (i.e. soup kitchens, service delivery sites, hotels etc). 4 drop in centers also 
operated throughout the day as well. Dina states that the outpouring of donations exceeded 
what was needed for the survey and she states that the Homeless Outreach Team will be able 
to use these donations in their future outreach efforts. CYS’s financial donation helped 
tremendously especially for the one gentleman who needed a hotel on the night of the 
survey.  Tom Kaminsky said that he felt the survey was very thorough and well organized 
this year. He thanked Renee and Dina. Also, Joanne Koehler stated that she received feedback 
from the household who visited her drop in center that they did so because they saw a flyer 
hanging in the community. Rebecca S. stated that she felt the Warming Center signs posted 
outside of the drop in centers really helped to direct folks inside. Jaime Kinkead reported that 
the care packages were very helpful with engaging folks. She stated that through this contact 
she and Joyce were able to connect folks who were not necessarily homeless with other 
needed resources such as utility assistance. Lisa Kessler noted that she encountered many 
people who had been homeless last year but were not this year. Dina thanked all of the 
volunteers stating that we could not have conducted such a thorough survey without 
everyone’s help.  
Dina reminded all outreach workers to please return their leftover gift cards and bus passes to 
Renee or Dina.  
Dina also announced the next Homeless Outreach Team meeting for 2/24/17 at 1:30pm at 
the Cornerstone. This will be a debriefing meeting as well as a planning meeting for the next 
rounds of outreach. Any interested people are welcome to attend.  
 
Preliminary PIT Numbers      Dina Ciabattoni 
Dina provided a handout of the preliminary Point In Time numbers. See attached.  She 
pointed out that this year’s unsheltered number is 18 people and she compared it to the 
2016 unsheltered count of 6 people. Dina states that the thorough outreach probably led to 
finding a higher number of people and she reported that one household had 6 people in it. 
Dina reminded the group that these numbers will be included in an official report to HUD and 
that it will be reported in the CoC Application.  She stated that she is unclear how this 
increase may impact our score but she assured the group that she will provide the context so 
HUD is aware of the details around the increase.  
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HUD Awards Debriefing Dina Ciabattoni  
Dina handed out the CoC Program Competition Debriefing document from HUD. She pointed 
out that we scored 161 points out of 200 and she compared that to our score last year which 
was 133.5. She explained that 161 pts exceeds the overall weighted mean and median scores.  
When exceeded these benchmarks indicate that a CoC is more likely to receive additional 
funding which we did not. Dina will be inquiring of HUD why we didn’t receive the 
permanent housing bonus (PHB) even though our score exceeded the benchmarks.  She will 
also submit questions for our responses on which we did not score high. Dina stated that the 
Application is still posted at bchmis.info if folks want to compare the scored questions 
against our responses. She pointed out that we scored zero points (out of 10) on two 
questions regarding Rapid Rehousing (RRH) units since we do not have any CoC funded RRH 
units. Dina reminded the group that we had applied for a RRH program in 2015 but that we 
did not receive the funding.  Dina provided a RRH brief that describes RRH. Briefly she 
explained that it is meant for households who can resolve their housing instability quickly 
with short term assistance (security deposit, tapered rental assistance etc). RRH is designed 
for the participants to link with mainstream resources that will stay in place after the 
household exits from the RRH program so that long term support is built in. Also the family 
will ideally be able to maintain the same housing after program exit. Dina states that it is not 
guaranteed that HUD will offer a PHB this year, but that we will be putting out a request for 
proposals for RRH units ahead of the NOFA so that we have time to put together a solid 
application should there be a PHB opportunity in the NOFA.  She asked interested agencies to 
review the RRH brief and to begin brainstorming ideas for a new project.  Dina announced 
that she is available for any questions. She also thanked everyone for their contributions to 
this year’s Application.   
 
Cornerstone Board Update Dina Ciabattoni  
Dina reports that The Cornerstone board is conducting the second round of interviews for 
the Executive Director.  They expect a decision to be made soon.  Also, the Board is 
continuing to wait for a response to the PHARE application to expand the Cornerstone.  
    
Bed Availability  Dina Ciabattoni 
Dina handed out the Bed Availability chart noting that the vacant CRS transitional beds are 
for females.  Jaime announced that Friendship Homes no longer has an opening. Judy Stonfer 
stated that the HA has immediate 3 and 4 bedroom vacancies at Harmony, Morado, and Mt. 
Washington. Darcy asked for clarity on Beaver Falls Plaza as they don’t seem to have 
openings. Dina stated that she hasn’t heard directly from them recently and that she will call 
them to get an up to date report. Rebecca S. informed everyone that many of these types of 
properties rent to both elderly and disabled adults and therefore they keep two waiting list. 
She encouraged advocates when calling to inquire about the wait list to be sure to ask for the 
specific one you are interested in.  Ashley Mancine also noted that many properties will 
purge their waitlist periodically as folks tend to fall off the lists as they secure alternative 
housing and/or when the property sends out eviction notices.  She suggested that advocates 
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keep this in mind when facing a long waiting list and encouraged advocates to check back 
frequently because of these periodic wait list purges.  
Gina Farzati stated that the Bed Availability list can be difficult to understand if you are not 
familiar with all of the specific criteria of each program.  Other partners stated that the 
Cornerstone could help her navigate these systems. Dina also reminded her the CoC program 
descriptions are on the back.  Someone asked if the HA would help individuals with their 
applications. Judy stated that there is not a dedicated person to do this but many of the HA 
staff are willing to help. Lisa K. stated that if someone is helping an applicant with their 
application that they could make a note on the application to be notified when the fingerprint 
letter has gone out. This would alert the person to assist the applicant with following 
through. She also reminded everyone to encourage their clients if leaving the HA to clean 
their apartments, take all of their items, and return the keys as failure to do these things are 
often where the fines come from which makes it difficult for people to return to the HA. 
Lisa Kessler also stated that there is an accessible elderly unit available at Dawes Manor. 
Contact her at hacblk@comcast.net 
Joanne Koehler asked about the lower census at Crossroads. Dina explained that in previous 
months the census has been higher. She reminded everyone that the census fluctuates 
especially in mild weather as it has been recently.  
 

NEXT MEETING:  March 9, 2017 

SAVE THE DATES! 
2.15.17 Mental Health First Aid Training 8:30-4 pm at The Prevention Network (270 Ohio River Blvd 
Baden) Register at: http://www.bc-systemofcare.org/training/  
 
2.24.17 Suboxone-Methadone-Vivitrol Assisted Treatment Training 9:00-4:00 at ABC Associates 1122 7th 
Avenue Beaver Falls.  To register contact Cassie Mutkus at 724.843.0129 or cmutkus@abc-associated.org 
 
Most Fridays 3/3-6/23 Greenbriar Co-Occurring Disorders Training Series For more info, contact Ken 
Montrose at: kmontrose@greenbriar.net  Trainings to be held at Greenbriar at 701 4th Ave. New Kensington 
 
3.25.17 Roadmap Conference for Entrepreneurs and Job Seekers 10am-4pm Sponsored by Ambridge 
Rotary at Ambridge High School. Interested sponsors & registrants email: felicia@ambridgeconnection.com  
 
4.6.17 Maximizing Reintegration for Person Who Have Sexually Offended 9-4pm at Fairfield Inn, Monaca   
Register at: http://www.bc-systemofcare.org/training/  
 
4.13.17 Re-Entry Conference “Eliminating Barriers to Employment – Preparing Today for Tomorrow’s 
Success”  9:00-3:30 at CCBC Library Resource Room. To register, call: 724.728.4860 ext. 2056 
 
FYI – The PA Dept. of Drug & Alcohol Program has established a 24 hour, 7 days/week hotline for 
individuals and/or their loved ones who are seeking D&A treatment services. The phone number is 
1.800.662.4357. 
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